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Message Text 

SECRET 

PAGE 01 ADDIS 05463 151433Z 
ACTION AF-04 

INFO OCT-01 SS-14 ISO-OO NSC-05 INR-05 CIAE-00 SP-02 
L-01 NSAE-00 /032W 

110416 151516Z/43 

R 151239Z SEP 77 
FM AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5607 
INFO AMEMBASSY KHARTOUM 
AMEMBASSY MOGADISCIO 
AMEMBASSY NAIROBI 

SECRET ADDIS ABABA 5463 

LIMDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS ET US 

SUBJECT: ALLEGED US CONSPIRACY AGAINST ETHIOPIA 

1 . DURING SEPT 13 DISCUSSION OF BILATERAL RELATIONS WITH 
AF/E DIRECTOR POST AND NSC STAFF MEMBER HENZE (SEPTEL), 

PMAC MEMBER IN CHARGE OF FOREIGN RELATIONS MAJOR BERHANU 
BAYEH SAID EPMG HAD RECEIVED VERY CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION 
THAT TWO US MILITARY OFFICERS ASSIGNED TO AMEMBASSY NAIROBI, 
MAJORS EDDY KELLY AND WALTER DIXON (PHONETIC) WERE ORGANI- 
ZING TROUBLE DESIGNED TO OVERTHROW EPMG. ACCORDING TO 
REPORTS RECEIVED, ARMAMENTS DELIVERED THROUGH MOMBASA AND 
SUDAN WERE BEING USED TO EQUIP THREE GROUPS OF DISSIDENT 
ETHIOPIANS WITH SMALL ARMS, 8000 WEAPONS TO EACH GROUP, ON 
THREE FRONTS BORDERING ON ETHIOPIA. D-DAY FOR THE PLOT. 

WHICH CODE-NAMED 'OPERATION TORCH,” IS SUPPOSED TO BE 
OCTOBER 1, WITH ASSASSINATIONS PLANNED AGAINST PMAC 
CHAIRMAN AND VICE CHAIRMAN ABOUT SAME DATE. IN ENSU- 
ING CHAOS, ATTACK GROUPS WILL THEN MOVE QUICKLY TO 

TAKE CONTROL OF CAPITAL. BERHANU SAID HE BROUGHT THIS 
MATTER TO VISITORS' ATTENTION IN HOPE THAT REPORTS 
SECRET 
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PAGE 02 ADDIS 05463 151433Z 
WERE NOT TRUE. 

2. POST SAID BOTH HE AND HENZE WERE IN POSITION TO 
KNOW IF CLANDESTINE OPERATIONS WERE PLANNED, AND HE 
COULD ASSURE EPMG EMPHATICALLY THAT THERE WAS NO TRUTH 
IN REPORTS. HENZE ADDED THAT US WOULD HAVE ABSOLUTELY 
NO REASON TO TAKE SUCH ACTION AGAINST ETHIOPIA, ESPE- 
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CIALLY FROM TERRITORY OF FRIENDLY COUNTRY LIKE KENYA. 
EITHER REPORT WAS FABRICATION FOR PAY OR INVENTION OF 
ENEMIES OF US. HE OFFERED TO INVESTIGATE CHARGES IF 
EPMG COULD PROVIDE EMBASSY WITH DOCUMENTS, SINCE US 
WAS AWARE OF PREVIOUS INCIDENTS INVOLVING FORCED DOCU- 
MENTS AND DISINFORMATION CAMPAIGNS. POST SAID TO HIS 
KNOWLEDGE THERE WERE ONLY TWO US OFFICERS PRESENTLY 
ASSIGNED TO NAIROBI IN CONNECTION WITH F-5 PROGRAM, 
ALTHOUGH STAFF LIKELY TO INCREASE DURING COMING YEAR. 
CHARGE CONCLUDED DISCUSSION BY ASSURING BERHANU THAT US 
HAD ABSOLUTELY NO INTEREST IN INTERFERING IN ETHIOPIAN 
INTERNAL AFFAIRS, AS WE HAVE OFTEN TOLD EPMG, AND 
EMBASSY IN PARTICULAR WOULD BE LAST TO WANT TROUBLE 
IN ADDIS. 

3. COMMENT: IN EMBASSY VIEW, NOTABLE ASPECT THIS CON- 
VERSATION WAS NOT SO MUCH STORY ITSELF AS FACT THAT 
PROMINENT DIRG MEMBER WAS WILLING TO BRING STORY DI- 
RECTLY TO OUR ATTENTION AND ENABLE US TO SHOOT IT DOWN. 
NOT SO LONG AGO, EMBASSY MIGHT WELL HAVE FOUND OUT ABOUT 
IF FIRST FROM NASTY ARTICLES IN PRESS, WHETHER OR NOT 
STORY PROVED TO BE TRUE. THIS REPRESENTS DISTINCT IM- 
PROVEMENT IN TONE OF OUR DEALINGS WITH EPMG, AND NO 
DOUBT WAS INTENDED TO BE INTERPRETED AS SUCH. 
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